Thames River Basin Partnership

Floating Workshop XIX

Discover the Yantic River
Trout Management and Water Quality
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a1 hames River Basin Partnership

Our Mission

* Protect the region's agricultural
and natural areas being threatened

Ly s0tike us on by land use changes.
* Protect ground and surface water
quantity and quality being
Please “like" us on threatened and degraded by
Facebook to get regular contamination.
Partner updates. * Protect the region's biodiversity.
« Improve the coastal zone resource
conditions.




Who are the Thames Rlver Basm Partners?

Gover'nmen‘l' cmd non-profit organizations, educational
institutions, industries and municipalities with a

shared focus on natural resource conservation in the
gr'eater' Thames River watershed basin.



http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.fws.gov/

TRBP Floating Workshop XVIII Sponsors

This workshop is sponsored in part Additional Sponsors include:

by Millennium Power through The . CT Department of Eneray and
Last Green Valley and in partnership Envirols\men’ral Pr'o’recTio%\y
with the Eastern Connecticut :

Conservation District. * Project Oceanology

* Trout Unlimited, Thames
Valley Chapter

 Lebanon IWC
» City of Norwich
 Connecticut Audubon Society

MILLENNIUM POWER

& Project
fi= . Oceanology
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TRBP Floating Workshop 19
Planning Commitiee

* Gary Lussier, Thames Valley Chapter, Trout Unlimited
* Dennis Latchum, Lebanon Inland Wetlands Commission
* Molly Jacobs - Project Oceanology

« Jean Pillo - Eastern Connecticut Conservation District



ROl TLGV Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring
. T i) Program Scholarship for TRBP FW XIX
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Unlike the other
Connecticut big rivers
with the same name
from source to sea
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The Thames River has nine
upper watershed identities.
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Thames Basin Watershed
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The Yantic River begins in
Lebanon, CT and converges with
the Shetucket River at Norwich
Harbor, which is the start of the
Thames River,




Discovering the Yantic River

On the morning of the Floating
Workshop, some participants took
part in an optional morning

st paddle or hike in the lower Yantic
N River area.
Al

Aerial photo by G. Leslie Sweetnam






This area originally & part of the Town
of Norwich “ninc miles square” acquired from
the sachems of the Mohegan Indisns in Juone.
1659, o portion of which later was known as
the New Concord Society. [n the early 1700's
this land. west-northwest of the Nurwich Town
Plot, was opened to additional setflers.
The mature of the region, being wild and
rugged. presented a challenge to the pioneers.

Scttiement began and the ares develuped rapidly.

New Concord Society was organized and approved
by the Cenersl Assembly in 1737. A sitc was
accepted in 1739 for the construction of a
meetinghouse, which was erected soon after.
In 1786 the members of New Concord Society.
by action of the General Assembly, were
“hercby incorporated into a distinct Town by
the name of Bozrah,” and thus became the
eighty-sixth town in the State of Connecticut
believed o be the only one with this namc in
the Country. The name is of Hebrew origin,
meaning an enclosare or sheepfold.

n of Bos

On to the Bozrah Town Hall
where the Floating Workshop
attendees were welcomed by




The Keynote Address was presented Neal
Hagstrom of CT DEEP Fisheries

Egnﬁ *é \‘.




What we learnead

* The Yantic River is maintained as a
seasonal trout fishery.

 Summer water temperatures in the
Yantic River are too warm to sustain
trout.

* The CT Trout and Salmon Stamp, new
in 2018, helps to subsidize the cost of
the trout and salmon stocking
Program, and is required for anglers

ishing in any designated Trout
Management Area, Wild Trout
Management Area, Trout Park, or
Atlantic Salmon Broodstock Area and
for anglers harvesting trout or salmon
anywhere throughout the state.




Yantic River
Trout
Management
Area

MAP LEGEND \ YANTIC RIVER
) | (NORWICH, BOZRAH, LEBANON)
[ ] Regutar stocking area Updated April 1, 2017
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Threats to Trout

* Habitat fragmentation due to
improperly designed culverts

* Increasing water temperatures

* Flash runoff events altering
stream temperature and/or
bottom substrate composition

* Loss of riparian cover
* Toxic metals in stormwater runoff



Once outside, Dan Mullins of the Eastern Connecticut
Conservation District showcased a recently installed Rain
Garden at the Bozrah Town Hall designed to capture and
infiltrate parking lot runoff before it flows into the Yantic River.




Next, Workshop attendees participated in field events at
the Bozrah Hay Field/ River Park on Stockhouse Road

o v 5~ g Dennis Latchum of the Lebanon
T Inland Wetlands Commission
and Gary Lussier of Thames
Valley Trout Unlimited
demonstrated how to use
stream insects as water quality
indicators using a Riffle
Bioassessment, a water quality
monitoring technique
developed CT DEEP to be a type
water quality monitoring
program for volunteer .

Station 1: Riffle Bioassessment demonstration



Bugs as bio-indicators

Certain insects live a portion of
their life underwater. They may be
highly impacted by water
pollution, making them the
“canary in a coal mine” for water
quality. If there is an abundance of
pollution sensitive types in a
water sample, then it can be
inferred that the water quality
supports them and other sensitive
aquatic species.
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Station 2: Fly Fishing ...

Chapter of Trout Unl|m|ted 3 it
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The flies are designed to mimic what is in the river
that the fish would normally be feeding on and
changes by fish type and season of the year.

Fly tying demonstration



Fly Fishing Lessons

_ A very patient team of

2 -7 " TVTU volunteers
attempted to teach the
workshop attendees the
fine skill of fly casting.




Station 3: Water Chemistry Testing

Kyle Swan, an Educator with
Project Oceanology, taught
about water quality through a
demonstration of water
chemistry, a determining
factor for what kinds of fish
and bugs can live in the water.




For more information about TRBP, contact:

Jean Pillo, TRBP Coordinator
PO Box 11

218 Day Road

Pomfret Center, CT 06259

860-928-4948 extension 605

Email: Jean.Pillo@Comcast.net



